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HOW TO DECOBATE THE BEST KOOM IN 
A COTJNTBT HOTTSE FOR $200.00. 



THERE are numbers of people with the best of 
taste, but who, with limited means, feel 
that all desirable furnishings are far beyond their 
attainment ; this is a great mistake, for our homes 
may be attractive, comfortable and beautiful with- 
out the richest furnishings and ornamentation. 
Beauty and comfort may be attributes of the homes 
of all those who have sufficient good taste in select- 
ing and arranging their furniture, and the good 
will to do much of the labor of decoratiDg them- 
selves. Let us take the best room in a country 
house, an item of great importance, and therefore 
we will give it special consideration. In convenience 
we will take a conventional room of a specific size, 
18x16 feet, having two windows in one end, and 
opposite the door of a connecting room ; the chim- 
ney on the right of the windows facing the entrance 
door. This we propose to furnish, floor, walls, 
furniture, hangings, ornaments all complete for the 
sum of $200.00, disposed in the following manner : 




A Chippendale Chair. 

1 Table $ 8 00 

1 Mirror 7 00 

1 Leather chair 18 00 

1 Ladies' rocker 7 00 

1 Wicker arm-chair 8 00 

1 Divan.- 10 00 

3 Small chairs at- §5.00 15 00 

1 Stand 8 00 

1 Cabinet 30 00 

1 Terra cotta bust 5 00 

1 Lamp 7 00 

2 Vases at 83.00 6 00 

1 Clock or Centre-piece 5 00 

1 Goat skin rug 5 00 

1 Ken. art square, 14 x 16 ft 15 00 

2 Window shades at $1 .50 3 00 

3 Sets of curtains at $6.00....^..*.. 18 00 

4 Curtain poles at $1.00 4 00 

9 Lbs. hair for divan cushion, at 50c. 4 50 

2 Yds. of bolting sheeting at 75c 1 50 

Embroidery materials, etc. 5 00 

Staining for floor, etc 5 00 

Papering walls 15 00 

Total......... $200 00 



The principal idea in this case is to keep every- 
thing in the same even tone of simplicity, no one 
rich piece of furniture to attract attention to itself, 
and so detract from its less pretentious neighbors 




A Chippendale Chair. 

by its superiority, but all in simple good taste, 
equal in quality, so that the entirety of the room 
may be preserved and the whole effect harmonious. 
Our first thought must be the walls and ceiling. 
These will be covered with a monotone paper in 
buff, figured in some pleasing design with deep 
frieze of autumn leaves on the same ground as the 
paper. The floor and mantel-piece are stained a 
mahogany color. This can readily be done by the 
home artists, even those of the gentler sex, and will 
thus cost less than half the price it would be if 
done by professional workmen. The staining 
comes prepared ready for use and requires neither 
great skill or strength in using it, being simply ap- 
plied with a brush, and when thoroughly dry, 
coated with "wood preservative," a varnish made 
expressly for that purpose, and the result is a hard, 
smooth and durable surface, which can be freed 
from dust as readily as any piece of furniture. 

From the too strong light of the summer sun, we 
will defend ourselves with light olive shades with 
a fringe to relieve their plainness, and over these 




Inlaid Mahogany Italian Chair. 

for ornament simply we shall hang on cherry 
poles Madras curtains of a pale yellow ground 
figured in floral or other designs in blue and dark 
red ; these are fastened back with cotton cords and 



tassels to correspond. The two doors will also 
be veiled with the same airy style of curtains, for 
though portieres are not indispensable, still they 
soften the outlines of the door-ways, rendering the 
vista into the adjoining rooms shadowy and soft, 
and in light open material like Madras, would ob- 
struct very little light and air. 

Having prepared our room let us furnish it. 
On the mantel we shall have a mirror, framed in 
cherry, two feet in height and reaching entirely 
across the mantel, and in front of this two vases 
and a centre-piece of blue Leeds ware, which will 
contrast well with the dark red of the mantel ; on 
the left of the chimney we will place a cherry cabi- 
net, light, but ornate in style, and opposite this in 
the space between the windows and entrance door, 
a stand also of cherry supporting a terra cotta bust, 
and near it a small bamboo reception chair, in 
Japanese coloring with rush seat gilded. 

Our sofa or rather divan, of cherry-stained rattan, 
will find a suitable place between the entrance door 
and the wall opposing the windows, and in front of 
it we will lay a white goat skin rug, and in the 
centre of the floor a "Kensington Art Square, 1 ' 
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Inlaid Mahogany Italian Chair. 

sixteen feet in length by fourteen m width, with a 
border as dark as the floor and a centre of ligther 
tones, olive, blue and yellow, which will make a 
fitting ground-work for our cherry table whereon 
must rest our source of light, a lamp of corrugated 
Leeds ware, olive body, which with duplex burner, 
crystal chimney and amber shade will give a bril- 
liant and at the same time a pleasant light. On 
either side of the table are two easy chairs, both of 
cherry, the one a small low rocker with dark blue 
plush covered cushions in seat and back, the 
other a large spring rocker upholstered in dark 
leather. The space between the windows is ad- 
mirably suited to a large rattan arm-chair, in color 
the same as the divan, and on this as well 
as on the divan we will have hair cushions covered 
with bolting sheeting embroidered with crewels in 
large graceful floral or arabesque designs in blue, 
olive and red ; cord silk could be used in place of 
crewels, but although this would enhance the 
beauty it would likewise increase the expense, 
but in either case the work being home work, 
would reduce the cost to, at the most, one-third of 
what it would otherwise be. The stand may also be 
covered with a tapis of the same material embroider- 



237 



ed in similar style. Two other small reception 
chairs, one in Japanese coloring, the other enameled 
in light blue with gilded rush seats 6et among the 
heavier furniture, and our room is complete, and yet 
not quite — we must have some little place for 
books, and we find in the cozy corner on the right 
side of the mantel. Here in the angle of the 
wall we will fasten three triangular shelves about 
twelve inches apart, the lowest one about two feet 
from the floor, and when we have stained them like 
the mantel and decorated their rounded front edges 




Octagonal Drawing-Room Table. 

with fancy cut leather edging, we will have a very 
ornamental little book case, and our room is ready 
for occupancy. 

We may feel assured that we shall find it delight- 
fully comfortable and cozy, although really want- 
ing in two very great elements of enjoyment — 
pictures and music. The former we have not con- 
sidered because there is no limit to the expenditure 
in which one can indulge, in purchasing pictures, 
but even in these, if we do not aspire to the Masters, 
but are content with the works of those who have 
yet to make a name, and with engravings we may 
beautify and brighten our walls without great out- 
lay. If we feel inclined to add the additional ex- 
pense of a piano, four hundred dollars will furnish 
an excellent one which will be a lasting source of 
pleasure, and when we have removed the stand to 
another position between the windows, and have 
put a little upright piano in its place, with a small 
rug before it, and the light shining directly on it 
from the left, we can indeed feel that we have all 
that can be desired in moderation. 



A POEM IN COLOR. 



WE had received news that Marie, our much 
beloved sister, was soon to turn her face 
homeward — thus ending her protracted wanderings 
in foreign lands. The household, even the servants, 
were jubilant at the joyful news, and set their 
brains to work to devise some unusual way in which 
• to express their delight at her return. After care- 
fully discussing the pros and cons of various 
schemes suggested, we at last decided to refurnish 
her room and make it a veritable poem in color. 
Mamma entered soul and body and purse into the 
plan, and even insisted on exchanging Marie's high- 
post bedstead for her own brass one she had bought 
but never could get used to, as she often said. She 
held tenaciously to the theory that old friends and 
old styles are always the best after all. So Lil, 
brother Harry's wife, took charge of the decora- 
tion of the bed, and announced that it would be a 
marvel of beauty when it should come forth from 
her hands resplendent in creamy draperies, and its 
dainty lace and muslin coverings over palest blue. 
The first thing in order was the painting and paper- 
ing, both of which was much needed. Fred, my 
younger brother, considered it " larks " to paint all 
the wood-work in cream-white, with the egg-shell 
finish, so pleasing to the fastidious eye. The panel- 
ing was done in a pale tint of lemon. I called into 



requisition my modest talent for decoration and 
painted delicate lines and touches of gilt here and 
there, on the mantel and door mouldings. After 
searching through paper-hangers' shops, we select- 
ed for the wall a dainty paper with a ground be- 
tween cream and pale lemon ; over this were care- 
lessly scattered delicate, tropical-looking grasses in 
pale gobelin blue ; at rare intervals were grouped 
little flecks of gilt, which gave a soft glimmering 
effect. The ceiliog paper we selected in the same 
shade of pale gobelin blue, with tiny Japanese 
crescents or half-moons, which never worry the eye 
with the effort to distinguish the meaning of the 
design. In the deep frieze around the ceiling were 
lotus flowers and buds in gobelin blue, copper and 
gobelin pink on a cream ground, with borders of 
blue and copper. After visiting furniture stores 
and comparing styles and prices, we hit upon a new 
plan by which to secure the best effect for the least 
money. Accordingly we visited a factory not many 
miles distant and selected in plain pine wood, a 
gracefully turned lounge frame ; a chiffonier with 
tiny railing around the top and brass drawer-han- 
dles ; two 6mall chairs ; an old-fashioned looking 
settle for the bay-window, and a quaint toilet table 
with two drawers below and three upper, smaller 
ones. A small square mirror, supported be- 
tween two upright pieces, completed this dainty 
dressing-table. After some days of patient and en- 
joyable labor on our part, these articles of furniture 
were transformed into elegant specimens in white 
and gold. Two coats of paint, with varnish and 




Four-fold Screen, with Panels for Photos and 
Shelves for Bric-a-Brac. 

gilding, wrought the charm. For settle-cushion, 
chair seats, frill around bed-canopy and lounge 
covering, we selected gobelin blue cretonne be- 
sprinkled with white field daisies. The upholster- 
ing of the lounge we were unwilling to entrust to 
any but an experienced hand. For the long, low 
windows in the room, we bought amber shades. 
Over these, for summer use, we hung Madras cur- 
tains in a delicate shade of cream, with lilies in 
same shade. The curtain-poles were white with 
brass knobs and rings. As the floor was smooth 
and well made we concluded that a hard oil finish 
would be simplest and best — as it would preserve 
the natural grain of the wood, while making it a 
trifle darker in tone. For hearth rug we bought a 
yard and a half remnant of exquisite moquette 
carpet with ground in shades of cream-color, over 
which ran a conventionalized Japanese vine pattern 
in olive shades, with large lotus flowers and buds in 
gobelin blue, pink and terra cotta. We finished 
this rug at the ends with the knotted, woolen fringe 
used on Smyrna rugs. Before the toilet table and 
lounge we laid mats of yellow sheep-skin. The 
washstand was a dainty little affair. It was simply 
a small pine table draped with cream-colored 
Madras. The glass above it was also draped with a 
long scarf of the same material, which was caught 
over the glass and at the sides of the table with 
gold-colored satin ribbons. These ribbons were 
used also for looping window-curtains- and the 
draperies which hung from the canopy of the bed- 
stead. Before the washstand stood an old-fashion- 
ed screen papered in blue to match the ceiling. On 



either side of the toilet-mirror were brass sconces 
with wax candles in blue and lemon. The brass 
andirons and fender were polished until they shone 
like gold. The fireplace and hearth were laid with 
amber tiles. The mantel scarf was amber China 
silk with fringed ends. Over the mantel hung a 
photogravure of La Lecon de Chante, framed in 
silver. The boudoir rocker was. wicker-work paint- 
ed with white and two shades of copper— the yellow 
and pink. Gold satin ribbons were in the open- 
ings of the straw. Square cushion and shoulder- 
rest in gobelin blue plush. Marie came at last, and 
her delight when ushered into her room more than 
repaid us for all of our labors of love. 

B. Speer. 



A CHANGKE ABOUND. 



"You shall find a benefit in the change." — Shake- 
speare. 

The first thing in contemplating a change round 
is to begin upon the corners. Any one who has ever 
had to do with an old fashioned room, one end hav- 
ing rounded walls instead of the usual angles, knows 
the intense relief of getting rid of even two of them. 

The widespread fashion of corner seats has done 
much to make the arrangement of our rooms easier 
and less formal, and I have a great fondness for an 
Eastern divan in cases where it suits the style of the 
room. 

My imagination shows one which fills a long 
stretch of plain wall— some eleven feet — from fire- 
place to corner. 

It is a mere strong deal bench — low and broad, 
with a mattress cushion covered with gold plushette 
against the wall — half hidden by gold embroidered 
or frilled brocade cushions, the seat itself being hid- 
den by an Indian Jejim. On the wall behind it 
stretches a long panel of snuff brown material, with 
enormously large raised gold embroidered motto in 
Persian characters ; above this again is a long Mush- 
rabeyah bracket, holding brass and copper plates and 
quaint Eastern pottery. 

The corner cupboard of Mushrabeyah is lined with 
red silk and holds a lamp, which sheds, together with 
the little hanging jeweled one, a pretty soft light on 
the corner at night. 

The table, which has an incised Arab motto all 
round it, holds many an Eastern curio, a brass 
" poison cup," with the green stone set in the 
pierced lid, which was supposed to change color 
when poison touched it ; an old brass incense burner 




Octagonal Drawing-Room Table, with Tray Shelf 
between the legs. 

—to light a fragrant perfume stuck in this carries 
one back to the Cairo bazaars and their delights — a 
thick carved ankle ring from the Soudan ; a jeweled 
betel cutter from India ; an ivory elephant from 
Ceylon ; and, framed on the wall, a treasure greater 
than all, a memory full of pride, shame and sorrow — 
one of the bank notes issued by General Gordon at 
Khartoum. 

But to return to my subject. The fashion of put- 
ting the piano across the corner of the room has 
done much to destroy the formality of its appear- 



ance, and, where space is an object, the back of the 
piano (if curtained with brocade, hanging from one 
of my favorite wrought iron piano rods) is a good 
place against which to stand a small writing table, 




Piano Lamp, with Bamboo Stand. 

as a piano is seldom used during the writing hours 
of the day. 

It will always be found a great improvement to 
the formal square lines of a cottage piano to stand a 
tall palm stand and spreading palm near one side of 
it in such a manner as partly to overshadow the top 
of the instrument, while those not severely musical 
can further improve its appearance by a slip of 
plush on the top, to hang down about eighteen 
inches at each end, with a pretty framed photograph 
or two, and a big yellow pot, filled with a bold group 
of flowers according to season. 

Another change which cannot (at any rate in all 
but very formal 44 reception rooms") fail to be an 
improvement, is the removing of the usual large 
mirror, which often stretches wearily from man- 
tel-piece to ceiling ; for if the objet <Tetre of a mirror 
is reflection, why then used it so frequently to be 
placed where it could not possibly show aught but a 
vast plain of whitewashed ceiling, and perhaps just 
the tops of the window curtains ? Never yet having 
been able to soar high enough in the 44 blue empy- 
rean" of decorative taste to cast from me a contemp- 
tible and mundane love of mirrors, I would suggest 
placing the dethroned object (if suitable in shape 
and size) on the floor, in a position to reflect a pretty 
bit of the room, or hide an ugly folding door, thus 
giving a picture, perhaps of tall palms, groups of 
furniture, and the rich toned background of a well 
chosen wall covering, instead of the mere weariful 
ugliness described above. 



NOVELTIES AND FADS IK" TABLE 
WAKE. 



By Carrie Mat Ashton. 



AMONG the season's novelties are many beautiful 
and unique pieces of china, silver and glass. 



Russian china is one of the latest things. It is very 
expensive and less beautiful than many wares which 
do not cost nearly so much, but it i6 especially in- 
teresting for the pictures of Russian life which it ex- 
hibits. On many of the plates and platters are por- 
trayed the cossack and all the objects familiar to 
Russian life. The sledge drivers going at a rapid 
pace are seen on some of the dishes. 

A handsome blue and white ware which is known 
as Royal Copenhagen is receiving much attention 
and admiration. Although its designs are very 




Italian Renaissance Hall Chair. 

artistic it is not dainty like the Sevres, and it is 
incomprehensible to most people why it should be 
so high-priced. A single plate sells for $27. 

Nothing is richer or more effective in china than 
the Carlsbad dinner sets, which are very highly 
colored and gilded. One set has a terra cotta ground 
and is decorated in bright gold. 

The latest fad is gold plated china. Exquisite china 
is used for the foundation and the gold is applitd 




Lamp Reservoir in Decorated Brass. 

over it. Although it is very brilliant and finds a 
ready market with a certain class of people it is 
thought to be only a passing fad. 

Limoges dinner-sets are very handsome. They 
have a white ground with double bands of dead 
gold, and between these bands are decorations of 
gay flowers in Dresden patterns. The handles of 
these sets are of solid dead gold. The covered 
dishes, which are box-shaped, have borders on both 
di6h and cover and the platters have scroll cor- 
ners. 

Novelties in breakfast cereal sets show a deep oval 



dish, wide shallow bowls with a plate and individ- 
ual cream pitcher beneath. The ground work of 
this service is cream color while the decorations are 
wheat-ears, oats and grasses in faint browns and 
greens. 

Odd shaped dishes in dark blue are found in 
hearts, clover leaves and rounds for individual 
olive dishes, and in crescents, triangular and palm 
leaf shapes for large olive dishes. 

A new fish set has a ground work of pale rose 
color which fades at the centre of the platter and 
plates and is almost a blue. The decorations are 
mild fleur-de-lis with grasses, and among them are 
swimming fishes with gold scales. 

An exquisite cracker jar is in crimson Coalport 
china. 

Biscuit jars are in hamper form with a strap and 
buckle. Other novel ones resemble a bag with a 
gold cord and tassels. 

Silver cracker jars are broad and low. Many of 
these novel jars are of glass in oval shape with a 
high silver top, and the tray on which they stand is 
silver. 

A bread server is anew English novelty. In shape 
it resembles a short, very wide fork, and it may be 
of wood, steel or silver. It is intended to remove 
the slices of bread from the plate. 

The latest thing in knives and forks have spiral 
handles. The large rings begin at the blade and de- 
crease in size untM pointed at the end. 

A new bon-bon spoon has an open fish-net bowl 
with a butterfly in the centre, or if one chooses, a 
monogram instead. 




Carved Wood Bracket. 

Oyster knives for table use are among the season's 
novelties. They are said by one writer to resemble 
44 daggers with their guards." 

Asparagus holders are growing in popularity. 
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THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER 




There are end nippers to these tongs and a spring 
is pressed when the asparagus is taken. 

New pie knives are very plain and narrower* than 
usual and do not resemble fish knives as much as 
they used to. 

Cheese knives and the " saw-cake knife "are no 
longer considered luxuries, but necessities in every 
well regulated household . 




Carved Wood Bracket. 

Silver cups for children have a plain polished sur- 
face with smooth rounded edges. Many are plain 
with no ornamentation, while others have a single 
garland design. 

Individual china trays for invalids are exquisite 
pieces of china in beautiful English ware. Depres- 
sions are found in the tray for holding the creamer, 
sugar basket and covered cup, and a projection for 
the bread and butter. The latest trays have atoast 
rack, which is composed of three bars. 

Among latejiovelties are egg-sets in fascinating 
shapes. A circular stand with a centre handle i6 
supplied with six cups and spoons, each of which 
rests in its own place in receptacles which are 
ranged round the centre of equal distance. The 
spoons, like the cups, are china. Dresden sets sell 
for $18.50. 

The silver cheese-holders, which were lately in- 
troduced are of fine plated ware and clasp the 
cheese tightly. A knob or handle, which is screwed 
into the top of the cheese, and a curved spoon-like 
knife accompanies the cheese-holder. This pretty 
set can be purchased for $4 00, and is found very 
usef ul by those who serve the pineapple and edam 
cheeses. 



SCHEME FOR A VIOLET ROOM— GUEST 
CHAMBER IN A COUNTRY HOUSE. 



4 * HTHE earth was made so various that the mind 
* of desultory man (studious of change and 
pleased with novelty) might be indulged." 

So have I often thought after seeing the hundreds 
of pink and blue rooms that it would truly be a 
great pleasure to waken up from the arms of Mor- 
pheus and find myself transplanted in some wel- 
come novelty. 

I will give to your readers a scheme for a violet 
room, a guest chamber in a country home, which 
in beauty, warmth of color cannot be surpassed. 

Now in the days when drapery chintz and cre- 
tonne are so cheap, this room can be made very 
effective in inexpensive material. More costly 
fabrics, however, produce richer effects, but this is 
at the convenience of the housewife. To begin 
with the foundation, the floor, carpet it with a pretty 
golden olive ingrain carpet at 90 cents a yard, or 
should you desire something less costly, paint it 
olive. 

Paper the walls with orange colored paper having 
flowers of violet and heliotrope shades and colors. 
Use the same color for ceiling, only lighter in tone, 
and drop ceiling paper to the picture moulding 
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twelve inches from ceiling. Paint the wood two 
shades of light violet, using the lighter shade for the 
panels of the door. 

These colors are exquisite in wood and take the 
place of the blue so much U6ed. 

Drape the mantel with orange figured cretonne 
hid with violet ribbon. Cover the chairs also with 
the same. 

'Use orange colored crepe at a shilling a yard for 
sash curtains. These will impart a beautiful golden 
light to the room which is extremely effective and 
becoming. Other curtains can be suspended from 
poles. 

For the bed nothing is prettier than the pure 
white-spread and the dainty home-made shams that 
are always found in a country home. If you should 
desire a change, I will suggest a chamber roll covered 
with yellow linen, ornamented with a bow of violet 
ribbon. The spread of same linen decorated with 
bunches of violets, heliotrope or sprays of lilacs 
worked in the outline stitch, that is so easily and 
quickly done. 

Make pincushion of light violet satin edged with 
artificial violets, and a dainty lace covering for the 
centre. This is an exceedingly pretty cushion and 
can be made of five-eighth of a yard of satin at 49 
cents a yard, four bunches of violets twenty cents, 
and one yard of oriental lace at fifteen cents. Use 
about two yards of orange crepe to throw over the 
top of mirror. 

Use American rugs for the floor, as in these you 
can always find harmonious colors at a moderate ex- 
pense. 

Some very effective rugs, can be made in a short 
time by cutting calico or flannel into narrow strips 
and drawing them through coarse canvass or coffee 
sacks. Tie these on the right side and leave ends to 
every knot one-half inch long. 



For this room make two rugs, one with violet 
centre with an orange border ten inches wide. Th 
other an orange centre with a variegated border 
twelve inches deep of violet, olive and golden 
shades. These rugs are lovely when knotted closely 
and afford fascinating work. They can both be 
made for five dollars. 



A DWELLING IN INDIA. 



IN PHILLIP8 BROOKS' "Letters from India," 
in the September Century, is a description of a 
dwelling house in India. 

" Fancy," says he, " an enormous house rambling 
out into a series of immense rooms, all on one floor, 
piazzas twenty feet deep, immense chambers 
(in the middle of which stands the beds), doors and 
windows wide open, the grounds filled with palms, 
bananas, and all sorts of tropical trees, the song of 
birds, the chirp of insects everywhere, and a daz- 
zling 6un blazing down on the Indian Ocean in 
front. A dozen or more dusky Hindu servants, 
barefooted, dressed in white, with bright sashes 
around their waists, and bright turbans on their 
heads, are moving about everywhere, as still as 
cats, and with no end of devotion to their little 
duties. One of them seems to have nothing to do 
but to look after me ; he has worked over my limited 
wardrobe till he knows every shirt and collar better 
than I do myself. He is now brushing my hat for 
the twelfth time this morning. The life is luxur- 
ious. Quantities of delightful fruit, cool lounging- 
places with luxurious chairs, sumptuous breakfast 
(or " tiffin," as we call it here) and dinner-table, 
and no end of kind attention. I am writing in my 
room the day before Christmas, as if it were a rather 
hot August morning at home." - 



Pillows made of cotton goods, gay plaid ging- 
ham, or other washable materials, are useful on any 




Rush Seat Easy Chair. 

lounge, and add a bit of color to a room, which is 
always pleasing:. 

A bedspread for use in summer is a white linen 
cover, embroidered all over in some simple geo- 
metric design in either white linen or silk, and 
finished on the edge with a full ruffle of heavy white 
lace. This is dainty and easy to make, and has the 
advantage of laundering well, which is always a 
great consideration in matters of this kind. 
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